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Farther Enquiry into the Moſaick 
Account of the FALL. 
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jections made tothe Hiſtory of the Fall by the 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


8 3 V follouing additional D nn 
was drawn-up ſome Tears ſince, and 
was intended as an Examination of the Ob- 


Author, of the literal Scheme of Prophecy. 

That Author has been dead ſome Tears, and I 
now nothing to ſay to him; and have 

therefore conſidered the Objettions not as . 

but as common to all, who call in 

or are offended with the Hj ſtory f . Fall, 

as it 2 recorded by Moſes. 


8 RT E main Difficulty confifts in 
9 determining what we are to un- 
derſtand by the Serpent, Who is 
MP. repreſented by Moſes as the 
Ss Temptek and Deceiver of our firſt Parents. 
u order to this, we muſt conſider dittinctiy 
what is aſcribed to this Serpent. | 
This Serpent, we are told, was more ſubtth | 
than any Beaſt of the Field, which theLord God 
badmade, Gen. iii. 1. The Compariſon here 
_ Te between. this Serpent and the 
K . 


"0 


„ 
A Beaſt of the Field intimates to us, that 
3 this Serpent was really a Beaſt of the Field; 
1 for between the Beaſt of the Field and Be- 
. ings of an higher Order no Compariton 
1 properly lies in reſpect to their Subtlety 
| | and Underſtanding. | 
Again : The Curſe Acacia againſt this 
Serpent is adapted to the State and Condi- 
tion of a natural Serpent, and is literally 
Z applicable to no other kind -of Being : 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art 
curſed above all Cattle, and above every 
Breaſt of the Held; upon thy Belly ſhalt 
thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all the 
Days of thy Life. And I will put Enmity 
between thee and the N. oman, and between. 
thy Seed and her Seed; it ſhall bruiſe thy 
Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe bis Heel, Gen. 
i. 14, 1. 
Theſe are the Circumſtances in the Hit. 
tory, which lead us to conclude, that a real 
Serpent had Part in this Tranſaction. On 
the other Side, 5 | 
This Serpent appears to have the Uſe of 
Language, and of Reaſon ; nor is it ſaid, 
that theſe Faculties were conveyed to him 
upon this Occaſion, (which is the Cafe of 
Baalam's Ais, it being — noted in 
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the Text, that the Lord opened the Mouth 
of the Aſs) Numb. xxii. 28. but theſe Facul- 
ties are mentioned as natural to his Serpent. 
When he talks and reaſons with Eve, Mo- 
ſes relates this Fact as an Hiſtorian. 

This Serpent talks and reaſons, not upon 
ſich trivial Things, of which we may ſup- 
poſe the Beaſt of the Field (if they have any 
' Reaſon) to have ſome Notion; but he rea- 
ſons upon the Nature of God and of Man, 
upon the Knowledge of Good and of Evil; 
upon the Nature and Tendency of the Law 
given to Man: he looks back and refſet7s 
upon the Policy in which that Law was 
founded, and the Art of the Governor in 
keeping his Subjects if Ignorance and blind 
Obedience; he looks forward and forete!s 
the happy Conſequences of throwing off this 
Yoke, and perſwades the Woman, that ſhe 
and her Husband ſhouid be as Gods, if they 
could have the Courage to break through 
the Reſtraint of this iniquitous Law. _ 
What think you now? Are theſe the 
Properties of a mere brute Creature? Or is 
there any Inſtance of an Author, who ever 
ſeriouſly introduced the Beaſt of the Field 
thus reaſoning, and thus diſcourling ? 


* 


25 


64 


And yet there are who ſuppoſe zhis 
Serpent 98 be a mere Beaſt of the Field, and 
no more, and reckon that Moſes recounting 
this Story, intended to relate what pafſ 
ed between a mere natural Serpent and Eve, 
as the moſt plain Matter of KatF. We are 
told too, that this Interpretation is ſuited to 
the Notions of the Antients, who thought 
Beaſts had, in the firſt Ages of the World, 
the uſe of Speech; in which Remark the 
truly Antient are much abuſed. For theſe 
Antients, as they are called, were indeed 
Moderns with reſpect to the Times of which 
they give Judgment; and there is not the 
leaſt Footſtep of Evidence, that ever there 
was ſuch an Opinion in the World. Men 
of later Ages, mitled by the antient Way 
of Writing, may have imputed ſuch an Ab- 
ſurdity to the Times long before their own ; 
but that ever any Age, or any reaſonable 
Man in any Age, had really ſuch a Perſua- 
ſion, there is not the leaſt Pretence to affirm. 
The Story of Balaam's Als is pretended to 
be a Proof that the Antients had ſuch a No- 
tion; but conſult the Text, and you will 
ſes this Story is recorded, not as a moſt plain, 
but as a MosT MIRACULOUS Matter of Fact. 
And whercyer antient Hiſtory reports as 

Mat- 
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8 
Matter of Fact, that any brute Creature 
ſpoke, the Thing is always. treated as a 
Prodigy, and the Effect of ſome ſupernatu- 
ral Power; and the Story commonly ends 
in Conſultation of the Oracle among the 
Greeks, and the Sibylline Books among the 
Romans, to know how the Omen was to 
be ayerted and the Gods appeas'd, who 
were ever thought concerned in ſuch ſur- 
prizing Events. | 

We read in Scripture, that the Trees went 


% 


forth at a time to anoint a King over them, 


and they ſaid unto the Olive-tree, reign thou 
over us, Kc. Judges ix. 8. This I ſuppoſe 
will not be taken for another moſt plain Mat- 
ter of Fact, and conſtrued as if the Antients 
had a Notion that Trees alſo could ſpeak in 
the firſt Ages of the World. But if we muſt 
depart from the literal Meaning in this Caſe, 
what are the Rules of Criticiſm that oblige 

us to maintain it in the principal Caſe before 


us? Surely it is not more unnatural for 


Trees to hold a Council for the choice of a 
King, than for a mere Serpent to treat with 
Eve, upon the Subject of her Obedience to 


God, and the Nature and Tendency of the 
Law. of Paradiſe. 


A3 But 


. 


But wie are ſo uſed to Fables, and this of 
the Trees is ſo evidently ſuch, that we may 
perhaps imagine we ſee a Difference in theſe 
two Caſes, without troubling ourſelves to 
examine the Grounds of ſuch Judgment. 
Let us ſee then whether this way of literal 
Interpretation will ſuit other Places better. 
We read in Numbers, that a Star ſhall come 
-out of Jacob, &c. Numb. xxiv. 17. Jacob 
literally means the Patriarch ſo called ; but he 
had been long dead before this Saying was 
heard; and had he been living, the fame Dif- 
ficulty would occurin aſcertaining the literal 
Senſe of the Word Star. It is ſaid of God, in 
the Book of 7ſaims, Thou breakeſt the Heads 
of the Dragons in the Il aters, Tf. Ixxiv. 13. 
and the Prophet {ſaiah threatens Leviathan 
the piercing Serpent, with Judments from God. 
If. xxvii. 1. Muſt we ſuppoſe that the Pſalm- 
;/t is ſinging the Triumphs of God's Victory 
over a Dragon, and that the Prophet is 
foretelling the Deſttuction of a mere ber- 
ent? Or ſhall we reſign this literal Mean- 
ing to the DiQates of common Senſe, the 
Evidence of Hiſtory, and God's own Expo- 
fition in the Prophet Ezekiel ? The Word of 
the Lord came unto me ſaying, Son of Man, 
ſet thy Face 2 Pharaoh King of 12 
el 


Ps 
ſpeak and ſay, thus ſaith the Lord G 0d, 
behold 1 am againſt thee, Pharaoh King of 


Eg ypt, the great Dragon that lieth in the 
Midſt of his Rivers, Ezek. xxix. 1, 2, 3. If 


it ſhall be ſaid, that the Pſalms and Prophets 


are of too late a Date to determine the Uſe of 
Language in the Time of Moſes, the Author 


of the Book of Geneſis; why then, let the Au- 


thor of the Book of G ene ſis ſpeak for him- 
ſelf, and tell us, whether by the Term Her- 
pent he always means a natural Serpent. 

Dan (they are the Words, of Gene/'s) ſhall 
be a Serpent m the Way, an Adder in the 
Path; that biteth the Horſes Heels, ſo that 


bis Rider ſhall fall backward, Gen. xii. » 


Here is a Sen deſcribed by that very Cha- 
rater which is urged as determining the Ser- 
pent of the Fall to be a natural Serpent. 
<« The very Words of the Curſe, we are told, 
« imply or foretel a perpetual War derween 
„Man and that Beaſt of the Field, the 
« Serpent; and that ſuch a War, wherein 
Men by walking with naked Feet and 
« Heels, as they do in the Eaſtern Coun- 


tries, were very liable to the Attacks of 


Serpents, that were very venemous and 
© numerous there.” | 


* 


A8 Let 


„ 

Let this Obſervation be carried to the 

49th Chapter of Gene/zs, and the Paſſage 
from thence quoted. 'There you will find 
a Serpent, that bites Horſes by the Heels, 
ſo that the Rider falls backward, What 
wants there more to prove this a natural 
Serpent? And yet, the Author of this 
Paſſage tells us, that he meant Dan, or the 

Tribe of Nan, by the Serpent and the Ad- 
der; and conſequently, by biting of the 
Horſes Heels, he did not mean that Dan 
would, in the literal Senſe, bite Horſes by 
the Heels, but he intended by this meta- 
phorical Expreſſion, to deſcribe the ſubtle 
and miſchievous PraQtices of that Tribe. 
There will be Occaſion to mention this Paſ- 
ſage again: The Uſe now made of it is on- 
ly to ſhew, that the Circumſtance of the 
Serpent's uiſin the Heel oi the Woman's 
Sced, in the Hiſtory of the Fall, does by 
no Means determine the Serpent there men- 
tioned to be a mere natural Serpent. 
But Reſpect, perhaps more than enough, 

has been paid to this Opinion, of which the 

learned Pirerius has left this Cenſure; Qua 

nihil profecto dici cogitarivs poteſt incredibi- | 

lius et abſurdius. In Geneſ. p. 1 9 


Let 


* 

Let us come then to the true Import and 
W Meaning of the Prophecy, and examine whe- 
ther any real Difficulty lies in the way of 
a a reaſonable Enquirer. 

1. If there be any Truth at all in this 
Hiſtory, we muſt neceſſarily ſappoſe the 
= 7empter to be a rational Agent ; for if rea- 
ning will not be allowed to be a certain 
& ' CharaCteriſtick of a rational Being, there 
muſt be an End of all reaſoning upon the 
Point. 

2. If upon the Foot of natural Reli- 
gion it muſt be maintained, that the Au- 
thor of all Things is a good Being, it neceſ- 
ſarily follows, that the Tempter was an evi 
Being. For he acts in direct Oppoſition to the 
Creator; he charges him with Malice and 
Emuy towards his Creatures; he attempts, 
and ſucceeds in his Attempt, to draw his 
Subjects into Diſobedience; and for this no 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, but the mere Plea- 
ſure of affronting God, and making Man 


- miſerable. 


3. This 8 being mentioned un- 
der the Name and Character of a Serpent, 
there have been various Opinions in ac- 
counting for this Circumſtance of the Hiſ- 
tory. Among theſe, the moſt conſiderable, 


as 


1 

as they appear to me, are the two follow- 
ing: 

Firſt, That which ſuppoſes a real Serpent 
to have appeared, under the Management 
of the evil Being, and as his Inſtrument in 
the Fraud, 

Secondly, That which ſuppoſes the evil 
Being to have tranſacted the whole himſelf, 
(under what Form or Appearance this O- 
pinion pretends not to determine) and that 
the Term Serpent is uſed metaphorically to 
denote immediately this wicked Being. 
I will ſtate the Reaſons of theſe Opinions as 
clearly as I can. 

Both of them have ſome Support from 
the Text, and both have Difficulties from 
the Text which lie in their Way. But 
then it is to be obſerved, that neither 
the Subſtance of Hiſtory, nor any one 
Concluſion that can be drawn from it, is in 
the leaſt affected by this Difference in Opi- 
nion as to this Circumſtance, For it being 
agreed on both Sides, that an evil Being was 
the Tempter, it ſignifies little in this re- 
ſpect, whether he was only called à Serpent, 
or whether he made Uſe of a Serpent, as the 
Inftrument of his Deceit. Let any Man 


try what Objections he can raiſe from one 
Opi- 


fr EE 


o ien, or from the other, againſt oy 
known Concluſion from this Hiſtory. If 
he can raiſe none, it is evident this Point of 
Difference does not affect any Thing in 
which Religion can be concerned. 

If a real Serpent was concerned in this 
Caſe, then the Expreſſions of Moſes are li- 
teral, and repreſent hiſtorically all that 
palſed viſzhly. But theſe literal Expreſſions 
neceſſarily lead us to conceive that another, 
and much higher Being than a Serpent was 
concerned ; for, however literally true theſe 
Expreſſions may be of that Serpent, yet na- 
turally they cannot be true of any mere Ser- 
pent. The Rod of Moſes was a Piece of real 
Wood, and 'tis literally ſaid, that this Rod 
divided the Red Sea, and yet tis naturally 
impoſlible it ſhould do ſo; but not more 
ſo, than that a mere Serpent ſhould argue, 
reaſon, tempt, and ſeduce, Eye. 

If no real Serpent was concerned, then 
the Hiſtory remains the ſame, but the Lan- 
guage is metaphorical. The ſame evil Be- 
ing argues, reaſons, tempts, and ſeduces Eve; 
2 being not known among the 7ews by 7 

any Name peculiar to himſelf, or perhaps 
being well known by this very Name at 
the time the Hiſtory was written, he is call. 

ed 


1 


ed Serpent. And tis to be obſerv d, that 
the Name Satan, by which this evil Being 
is afterwards known in the Jewiſh Books; 
was given him in Conſequence of the Eumi- 
ty he ſhewed to Man in this and other 
Temptations: And therefore before the 
n it does not appear that he had 


a proper Name by which the Hiſtorian 
could denote him. 


Thoſe who are ſor a literal Senſe urge, 
that the Narration here is hiſtorical, and 
that we ought not to ſuppoſe a Metaphor 
to run through the Character of a Perſon 
chiefly concerned; that however this may 
be admitted in the poetic and prophetic 
Style, yet in the hiſtorical tis abſurd: 
That the Tempter is not only called a 
Serpent, but he is treated as ſuch: He is 
faid to be wiſer than the Leaſts of * 
Field: He is doomed to eat Duſt; t 
creep on his Belly; and is deferibed by 5 
natural Property of the Serpent, the biting 
Men by the Heels. 

To which others, otherwiſe minded, re- 
ply, that the Tempter had no proper N ame 
known to the Perſons to whom the Hiſtory 
is directed; that it was neceſſary either to 
omit his Story, or to ſpeak of him under a 

bors 
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borrowed Name: That the Hiſtorian has in- 
timated the Reaſon why he called him Ser- 
peut, becauſe the Serpent is the moſt ſubr/e 
in its kind, and is therefore the moſt natural 
Emblem of a Deceiver; that he has in his 
Account of this Deceiver, ſufficiently de- 
clared who he was, it not being poſſible for 
a Serpent to do, what the Hiſtory aſcribes 
to the Tempter: That the Puniſhment of the 
Deceiyer being conceived in Terms appli- 
cable to the Serpent, 1s no more than was 
to be expected, ſince a Metaphor once in- 
troduced muſt be purſued ; that being neceſ- 
fary in this Caſe, which Horace preſcribes 
in another, 


————&crvetur ad imum. 
2ualis ab mcepto. 


That for the ſame Reaſon Dan being call- 
ed a Serpent, it follows, that he ſhould bite 
the Horſes Heels. 

They ſay farther, that thoſe who are for 
the literal 1 Senſe, and ſuppoſe the Serpent 
to be the Inſtrument of an evil Being, have 
not ſo eaſy and natural an Account to give 
of the mention that is made of the Serpent's 
Subtlety. For ſince in their Scheme it was 

| the 


G 
the Subtlety of the evil one, and not of the 
Serpent, which deceived ve, to what Pur- 
poſe is the Subtlety of the Serpent at all 
mentioned in a Caſe where it had nothing to 
do? The moſt ſtupid Creature might have 
ſerved the ſame Purpoſe under the fame Ma- 
nagement ; and it was quite foreign to the 
Purpoſe to take any Notice of the Cunning 
of the Inftrument, on which nothing de- 
pended. 

They add farther, that either antecedents 
ly to the writing this Hiſtory, or by a Fi- 
gure introduced upon the Foundation of 
this Story, it was uſual in the 7euiſß Lan- 
guage to deſcribe great and oppreſlive 
Powers, and particularly the Power of the 
Devils, under the Figure and Image of Ser- 
pents. Be the Caſe as it will, it affords an 
Evidence how the Word Serpent was un- 
derſtood in this Hiſtory by the 7euiſb 
Church. When our Saviour's Diſciples told 
him, that even the Devils were ſubject to 
them, he replies, in Language as plain to 
be underſtood, (for known Figures have 
an aſcertained Meanir g) I give unto you 
Power to tread on Serpents and Scorpions, 
* over all the ed of * 18 Luks 
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vines, is quite another thing; it is not Tis 


7 N how, 
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© To this laſt Interpretation it 1s objecded, 


is That it ſuppoſes the moſt plain Matter 
te of Fact to be Fable, or Parable, or Al- 
be legory.“ | 

Fable, Parable arid Allegory, are Words 
thrown out at random, and without Diſtinc- 
tion. Metaphorical Repreſentations bear 
ſome Reſemblance to Fable and Parable, as 


both owe ſomething to Imagination; but in 


other Reſpects they differ widely. In Fa- 
bles and Parables the very ſubject Matter 
is feigned Hiſtory : In Metaphors the ſubject 
Matter may be ſomething real, and the Ex- 
preſſion only is borrowed from Imagination, 
The feigned Matter of a Parable or Fable 
may be related without the Uſe of one Me. 
taphor; and the feigned Language of Meta- 
phors, mixed-in hiſtorical Narrations, may 


be expounded by the Rules of Grammar and 


Rhetorick, fo as to repreſent a Hiſtory real 
in every Circumſtance. Metaphors and Pa- 
Tables are, indeed, in the Senſe of Rhetori- 


cians, Allegories ; and ſo is every Figure of 


Speech; ubi aliud diritur aliud intelligitur. 
But an -Allegory; in the Language of Dis 


@wrns, but rd Tp«ymaros perapopz,a Change 
not of Language, but of the yery * 
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of a Nutratioh from one Thing to another 
Such Allegories have no relation to Fi 

of Speech, and oftentimes haye been Tire. 
duced; where the Story, which is the Ground- 
work of the Allegory, is told in the ſimpleſt 
Terms, without the Mixture of a Metaphor, 
or any other Figure. The Works of Cicero 
abound in Metaphors, and other Figures of 
Rhetorick ; will you therefore call The In- 
terpreters, 'who give his true Senſe in plain 
Words, Allegorizers? Or is there any more 
of the allegorical Spirit to be diſcoyered in 
expounding the Metaphors of the Bible, 
than in expounding the Metaphors of Gice- 
ro? 

As to myſelf, how doubtfully ſoever I 
expreſſed myſelf formerly, the more I con- 
ſider this Caſe, the more inclined I am to 
think, that a real Serpent was ſeen by Ave. 
Here are three Agents concerned, Adam, 
Eve, and the Serpent ; the Words addreſſed 
to Adam and Eve, in pronouncing Sentence 

upon them, are not metaphorical ; and what 
Reaſon is there to ſuppoſe, that in condemn- 
ing the third, the Style ſhould change,” and 
Sentence be paſſed upon another Being, 
with whom Adam or Eve had no Inter- 
courſe? 1. neither of them had ſeen or con- 
VvVverſed 


(7) 


verſed with a Serp 


pent, how could they ac. 
count for a Serpent's being doomed to go 
upon his Belly, and to eat Duſt, becauſe 
ſome other Being had deceiv'd them? Be- 
ſides, if we can ner a Reaſon for calling 
the Tempter Serpent, and ſo far account for 
the Metaphor in the Moſajck Hiſtory ; yet 
can we ' ſuppoſe, that Moſes has taken the 
{ame Liberty with the very Words of God, 
and changed the real Sentence upon the a 
Tempter into a ' metaphorical Puniſhment 
on a metaphorical Perſon, inttoduced to re- 
preſent him? And if Moſes has given us 
the real Words of God, in ' pronouncing 
Sentence on the Tempter, there can be but 
little Doubt, that the Tempter appeared 
and acted as a Serpent; and a Judgment 
paſſed upon the viſible Agent i in this Fraud, 
was a Judgment upon the Deceiver himſelf 
whoever he was, and could no otherwiſe be 
underſtood at the Time. © | 
As to the Language of Scripture, calling 
evil and. wicked Men Serpents and Scorpi- 
ons, and particularly. as to the Words of 
Jacob, repreſenting the Tribe of Dan as 4 
Serpent in the Way, &c. they are ſo far from 
. proving, that there was no real Serpent con- 
core: in the Fall, ad the very Reaſon 
| oof 1 B g + bY or 1.0 wie 


5 
hs: they are called Serpents, is, becauſe 
the firſt Deceiver was a Serpent, and left his 
Name to all Deceivers who came after him. 
For allowing this Expreſſion with reſpect to 
Dan and others to be-metaphorical, yet all 
Metaphors have relation to ſomething real ; 
and a real Serpent acting in the firſt and 
great Deceit, all other Deceivers are called 
Serpents, as properly as ſtrong Men are 
often ſtyled Sampſons, or Goliahs; Names 
that never would have been thought of, had 
they not been born by Men remarkable for 
real and extraordinary Strength. = | 

Againſt this Interpretation an Objection 
is formed, from the kind of Puniſhment in- 
flicted on the Woman and the Serpent. 
The Woman's Sorrow in Conception was to 
be multiplied, and the Serpent was to go on 
his Belly; and theſe are ſo far from being 
a to be Puniſhments, that we are 
told they are neceſſary Conſequences of 
their original Make and Formation. That 
Women bring forth with Pain, and that 
Serpents move on the Belly, is known to 
every body, and fo far this State of Things 
anſwers directly to their reſpective Judg- 
ments; and ſuppoſing ſuch adp to 

have been paſſed by God, the preſent State 


of 
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of the Woman and the Serpent could not 
poſſibly be otherwiſe than they are: So that 
from the preſent State of Things, no poſ- 
ſible Objection can be raiſed againſt the 
Truth, or even the Probability of the Mo- 
faick Hiftory. Where is the Difficulty then: 
Why, it is ſaid, that their State was always 
the ſame, as well before as after the Fall? 
But how do you know this? Who could 
inform you of it ? : 

If you argue from a Fact of which you 
have neither Knowledge nor Information, 
what ' Support have you? Will you fay 
that God, who created all Beings, cannot 
alter the State or Condition of any _ 
in any reſpect from what it was originally? 

This is ſuch a Limitation on the Power of 
God, as is directly inconſiſtent with our 
Notions of the Divine Attributes; and it 
will be very eaſy to ſhew, in the Particu- 
lars of ſeveral Species of Animals, as great 
Deviations from the original Courſe of Na- 
ture, as theſe now under Conſideration are; 
and why cannot God do that in the whole 
Species, if he ſees Reaſon to do it, which 
he manifeſtly does in many particular Cates? 
How the original State and Formation of 
the Woman and the Serpent differed from 
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the preſent State, or how the c was 
effected, I neither know, nor ſhall enquire. 

When Zacharias, Father of John the 
Baptiſt, was ſtricken dumb inſtantaneouſly, 
can you tell what Change was made in his 
Organs of Speech, or how this Alteration 
was effected? But ſuppoſe that the ſame 
Change had been hats 7 e would 
not = World have been ſpeechleſs ? And 
can you doubt whether the ſame Power 
could do this in every. Man's Caſe, which 
was done in the Caſe of Zacharias? Would 
not this have been a Curſe, upon Man, as 
extenſive and as fatal as the Curſe of the 
Fall was to the Woman or to the Serpent, 
and as contrary to what we call the Courſe 
of Nature, and as hard to be accounted for? 
And if we conſider rightly Nature is nothing: 
All Powers are the Giſt of the Creator, and 
every Being ſubſiſts, not by the Law and 
Appointment of Nature, but by the Law 
and Appointment of God, who is Maſter of 
his ow. n Laws and Appointments, and can 
change them whenever he pleaſes; and Na- 
ture will follow and obey his Command: and 
eyer be what he intends it thould be. But 
to proceed: N 


That 
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That our Saviour underſtood the Devil 
to be the Tempter, appears plainly from the 
Parable of the Tares and his Expoſition, of 
it. The Parable is this: The, Kingdom 

Heaven is likened unto a Man which 
owed good Seed in his Field. But while 
' Men /lept his Enemy came, and (owed 
Tares among the Wheat, and went his 
Way. But when the Blade was ſprung up, 
and brought forth Fruit, then appeared the 
Tares ah 0. So that the Servants of the 
Hou came and ſaid unto him : Sir, 


Houſvo, | i Wnt | 
didjt not thou ſow good Seed in thy Field? 
From whence then hath it Tares ? He: ſaid 
unto them, an Enemy bath done This. The 
Servants ſaid unto him, Wilt thou-then that 
we go and gather them up * But he ſaid, 
Nay: leſt while e gather up the Tares, ye 
root up alſo the Wheat with them. Let both 
grom together until the Harveſt : and in the 
%%% ſoy 1a ihe Reapes, 
gather ye together firſt the Tares, and bind 
them in Bundles to burn them; but gather 
the Wheat into my Barn, Matt. xiii. 24, 

The Houſholder, you ſee, being asked, 
whence hath the Field Tares, gives this 

ſhort Anſwer, An Enemy hath done this. 
3 "4 As 
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As to the Manner and Method of doing it, 

he is ſilent; it was a Point in which the Ser- 
vants had no Concern, 

Our Saviour explains this Parable, and 
applies it to God's Government of the World, 
for the Inſtruction of his Diſciples, to whom | 
it was given, to know the Moſteries of t 
Kingdom of Heaven. The Field is the 
World, the good Seed are the Children of 
the Kingdom. the Fares are the Chil- 
dren of the wicked one. —— Here then 
our Saviour had the great Point before him; 
How came Evil into the World? All the An- 
ſwer he gives to it is, the Enemy that ſow- 
ed the Tares is the Devil. Could our Lord 
be ignorant of the Hiſtory of the Fall, and 
of the firſt Introduction of Eyil into the 
World ? Or could he forget it when he was 
accounting for the Work of Providence, 
with reſpect to the Beginning of Evil, that 
every where abounded ? He does not indeed 
enter into the curious Queſtions relating to 
the Origin of Evil, but he tells us who firſt 
brought it in, the Devil. The Devil, there- 
fore, was that very Serpent who tempted 
Eve, that eg who ſowed thoſe Tares, 
which have e the World. 
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When our Lord .tells us, that the good. 
Seed was ſown by the Son of Man, and that 
the good Seed are the Children of the King- 
dom, and that the Tares are the Children 
of the wicked: one, can we doubt whether 
he had in View that part of the Prophecy, 
1 will put Enmity between thee and the Mo- 
man, and herd thy Seed and her Seed. 
As our Lord has expreſsly told us, that the 
Enemy who brought Evil into the World, 
was the Devil, he has as clearly, if attend- 
ed to, told us, that the Reſtorer of Right- 
eouſneſs, was that very Sced, promiſed to 
the Woman, who was to bruiſe the Serpent's - 
Head. The good Seed he lays was ſown 
by the Son of Man. Who is this Son of 
Man! ? Every Man, every Son of Man is 
not a Sower of good Seed: far otherwiſe. 
The Son of Man then muſt denote ſome par- 
ticular Perſon, diſtinguiſh'd from all other 
Children of Men: Let us ſee who this muſt 
be. Every Man is undoubtedly a Son of 
Man, and may be fo ftiled ; but THE Son 
4 Man emphatically, and diſtinguiſhed 

om other Sons of Men, is a Title never ap. 
plicd to any other Perſon but to our Sa- 
viour. That it is emphatically, and in a 
peculiar Scnſe applied to . may be ſeen 

in 
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in conſidering what is aſcribed to him in the 
Goſpel in Virtue of this Character: The Son 
of Man hath Power to forgive Sins, Matt. 
ix. 6. And in the Expoſition of the Parable 
now before us, we read, the Son of ies 
(all ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall 
gather out of his Kingdom all Things that 
offend, and them which do Tniquity, and 
ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of Fire, 
&c. Matt. xiii. 41, 42. The Sou of Man 
ſhall ſit on the right Hand of. 1 the Power. of 
God, Luke xxii. 69. and to mention but one 
Place more; God hath given him Power to 
execute Jud loment, . becauſe he is the Son of 
Man, Jobn v. 27. 

Can any of theſe Things be affirmed of 
any other Son of Man ? Gin eyery, Or any 
Son of Man forgive Sins? or judge the 
World? and yet this Judgment is commit- 


ted to him, BECA USE he 1s the Son f Man. 
Conſidering him then as a Man, and yet e 


titled to be ſtiled emphaticall the Son. of 
Man, what i is there to diſtingui him from 
all other Sons of Men? If he is indeed that 
Seed promiſed to the Woman, Who Was to 
bruiſe, the Serpent's Head, through whom 
were to be cfabliſhed all the Expectations 
of Mercy and Judgment raiſed by the an- 

tient 
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tient Prophets; we ſee a plain Jenin why 
he is ſtiled the Son of Man, being that very 
Son foretold, on whom the Hopes of the 
World refted from the Beginning 

; As our Saviour, being, the Seed of che 
Woman, is ſtiled the Son; of Man, ſo the 
Devil acting (as probably he did) under the 
Form of à Serpent, is ſor the ſame reaſon 
ſtiled the Serpent; and wicked Spirits and 
Men are ſtiled Serpents and Scorpions, and 
are characterized as Powers of the Enemy. 
The, Tempter himſelf, the great Dragon, 
the old Carton. is called the Devil and 84 
tan who deceiveth the whole Warld; Rev, xii. 

. You ſee then, that the Conteſt, between 

true Religion and. Idolatry, between Right- 
eouſneſs and Wickedneſs, has from the B. 
ginning been carried on by the Serpent and 
his Seed on one Side, and the Son of Man, 
the Seed of the Woman, on the other, agre- 
able to the antient Prophecy given after the 
Fall. As the Devil. is called the Evil One, 
ſo Chriſt is called the Juſt One. The Ser- 
pent under the Influence of the Exil One, 
and the Son of Man, have had - perpetual 
Strife to condemn, or to ſaye the World. 
It has been Matter of Doubt, as 1 obſery- 
ed before, whether the Tem pter appeared to 
Eve 
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TY Exe | in the Form of a Serpent, or not ; but 


if we conſider how great” an Inſtrument of 
Tdolatry the Serpent has been in all Times, 
it will add ſome Weight in Favour of their 
Opinion, who think that the Devil made 
Uſe of the Serpent in his firſt Deceit, as he 
has ſince undoubtedly done in a thouſand 
others in Aſter- times. I need not prov 
how great an Object of Idolatry the Sen 
has been. It is well known what the Caſe 
was in Egypt, in the Eaſtern Country, in 
Greece and Rome, and elſewhere. This 
Species of Idolatry, however it came there, 
was found in America, upon the firſt Diſco- 
very of that Country. Garcilaſco del Viga, 
who wrote the Hiſtory of the Incas of Pe- 
ru, tells us, that the Spamards, forcing into 
the Receſs of one of their Temples, 
found there the Image of a great Dragon, 
-placed as the Deity — the Temple, and the 
Object of religious Worſhip. Other Inſtan- 
ces in abundance might be produced from 
modern as well as antient Hiſtory. mY 
When you reflect how extenſive this kind 
of Idolatry has been, how it has ſpread 
over the whole World, you may judge 
perhaps that the firſt Prophecy Fa been 


more literally accompliſhed, Char has been 
| gene- 
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generally ſuppoſed ; and that the old Ser- 
pent in his old Form with his Seed, and 
the Son of Man the Seed of the Woman, 
have been in perpetual Enmity, and will be, 
till the appointed Time comes fot ceftrop} ing 
the Power of the Evil One. 

But to return to the Hiſtory of the Fall. 
In Oppoſition to what I ſaid with regard 
to the Hopes given to Adam and his Poſte- 
rity by the Sentence on the Serpent, it has 
been ſaid; that there is not the /eaſt Int ima- 
tion of any Victary of May over the Serpent. 
Now, if no Intimation of Adyantage be gi- 
ven to Man over the Serpent in the literal 

Senſe, there is no Ground to infer by Ana- 
logy any Advantage to the Man over the 
evil, Being, the Tempter and Seducer. Let 
us then conſider this. Naturaliſts are agreed 
that the Head of a Serpent is the ten- 
dereſt Part, and that Wounds there, if 
they are ſuch as bruiſe or break the 
Head, are incurable. Upon this Ground 
the Scripture, elſewhere repreſenting great 
and evil Powers under the Image of Dra- 
gons and Serpents, relates or foretels their 
certain Ruin by the ſame Figure of 
braifing or being. their Heads. Thus 

5 . the 
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the Deſtruction of IT and his Hoſt 1 

the Red Sea, is deſcribed in theſe Terms: 

' Thou breakeſt the Heads of the Dragens in 

the Waters, Pſ. Ixxiv. 13. A Man Wound 

ed in the Heel by a Serpent may or may 

1 not die; for Nature has Nerides, and Ex- 

| perience has found out br many Remedies 

for this Evil, that few-ſo wounded: periſh, 

and thoſe'for want of Care and proper Ap- 

plication. True it is, chat Serpents as oe 
as they are Serpents, will 'bite Men by 

| Heels, and Men will retum the Evil on 

| their Heads: Here is then a perpetual Es 

mity declared, but with unequal Succeſs; 

on one Side Pains and Wounds, on the other 

. Death and Deſtruction. Thus it is detʒwysen 

8 Men and the Serpents of the Earth; and 1 

am at a Loſs to account for the Aﬀertion, 

that here is not the leaſt” Intimation of any 

final Victory of the Man over the Serpent. 

Take this out of the Metaphor, and ap 

| it to the evil Being, the Tempter and Be- 

trayer of our firſt Parents, and thus much 

jl at leaſt appears to be intended: That Man, 

i though greatly injured, and greatly to be 

iqjured by the Seducers poiſonots Infinua- 

tions, ſhall at the laſt prevail and deſtroy 

the Pow er and Tyranny of the wicked Spi- 

ut. 
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rit. Man mall ſuffer in the Conteſt, TA 
for him there are Remedies prepared. The 
Evil One ſhall receive a Wound, a Wound 
that knows no Cure; ' 

This Expoſition will not neceſſarily lead 
us farther, nor ſhew us all the Circum ſtan- 
ces of this Conteſt, nor the certain Means 


of Victory; but a little Reflection will open 


the View: And ſince all was loſt by Diſo- 
bedience to God, ſurely” it is no far-fetch'd 
Conſequence to infer, that nothing can be 
regained but through his Favour; unleſs 
there be one more mighty than he to reſcue 
us out of his Hands. Is it then reconeile- 
able to the Notion of God, to ſuppoſe that 


Sinners can recover his Favour by any other 


Means than thoſe of Rigliteouſneſs and Obe- 
dience? If not, then the Chain of Conſe- 
quences deduced in the former Part of this 
Treatiſe muſt hold firm; and there is no 
Way to break through it, but by ſuppoſing 
the Hiſtory of the Fall to be a mere Fiction 
of Antiquity, which Was introduced by a 
Strength of Imagination in ſome” early Age, 

and through a Weakneſs of Judgment has 
been believed and admitted in e which 
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It is a natal Eng uiry, pi RP 
to the Hiſtory of the Fall, and affecting no 
leſs a Matter, than the Foundation of all 
| Religion, to know upon what Ground we 

þ have Hope towards God. 
[' | That Hope towards God is a necelſury 
1 Foundation of Religion, without which it 
cannot ſubſiſt, ſeems to be a Thing agreed. 
5 The Queſtion then is, whence theſe Hopes 
[ are derived? From Revelation and the Pro- 
ﬀ miſes of God, ſay I; from natural Reaſon 
contemplating the Attributes of God, fay 
X others, who are of Opinion that the Attri- 
butes of God are a ſufficient Foundation, 
from whence. Man, poor weak Man, may 
0 learn to hope for certain Mercy from him. 
„ I want not to be convinced that the pre- 
ſent Condition of Mankind affords great Ar- 
guments for Pity and Compaſſion, and- con- 
ſequently good Grounds for Hope from the 
Mercy of God. W hoeyer views Mankind 
in their preſent State, into which they came 
by no voluntary Act of their own, but pla- 
ced in it by him who is their Maker, and 
will be their Judge; ſubject to Ignorance 
and Superſtition by a kind of Neceſſity of 
Birth and Education; ſurrounded * ma- 
ny natural Infirmities and Paſſions, 8 
om 
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from no Crime of w hich they are conſcious ; 3 
and at the ſame-Time conſiders the Benigni 


ty of the divine Nature, and the Love gf 
God towards his Creatures, of which the 
Affection of natural Parents is but a feint 
Reſemblance, will eaſily ſee, that the Con- 
dition of Man pleads ſtron aly for Mercy; 
that Nature with wunitterable Groans calls 
for Help atid Deliverance for her Children, 
and that there is great Reaſon to expect from 
the Goodneſs of ' God that he will not be 
deaf to theſe Cries. 

This, I ſuppoſe, is meant uber we arc 
told, that © the Attributes of God are a juſt 
« Foundation from whence Man, poor weak 
“ Man, may learn to hope for certain Mer- 

« oy from him:” 

But what i is this to the Caſe before us, or 
to the main Queſtion concerning the Foun- 
dation of Religion ; which had a Beginning 
before ſo much as one poor weak Man was 
born into the World, to plead the Miſery 
of his Condition as a Motive for Mercy? Ae 
the time of the Fall there were but two-iri 
the Werld, and they both Sinners, without 
the Plea of Ignorance or ay Infirmity 
to excuſe their Iniquity. They had in- 
eutr d the Sentence of immediate Death, were 

G Cotia 
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conſcious that they deſerved it, and had 
Reaſon eyery Moment to expect the Execu- 
tion. Tell me now upon what Ground they 


could conceiye Hope: Could they plead the 


Miſery of their Condition? If ſo, then eve- 
ry Sinner who renders himſelf miſerable by 
hits Tniquity, has a Title to Mercy. Could 
any Reaſoning of theirs upon the Attributes 
of God give a juſt Foundation for Hope, 
againſt the expreſs Declaration of God him- 
ſelf, In 7 Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
ſurely df 1 

Suppoſing theſe Sinners had died in their 
Sin, according to the Terms of the Law gi- 
ven them, what Complaint could have been 
formed on their Behalf? And where then 
would have been the Men, the poor weak 
Men, whoſe Condition affords ſuch certain 
Grounds for Hope? None ſuch would have 
come into the World. That there are ſuch 
in the World now, is the Effect of God's 
Mercy to our firſt Parents; a Conſequence 
of that Promiſe which firſt | gave them Con- 
fidence towards God. 

It is one thing to view the World in its 
preſent Circumſtances ; another to view it 
in its original. God would not have ſuf- 
fered the World to BYE: been filled with 
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weak miſetable· Creatures, had he not in- 
tended them for Objects of his Mercy. Ng 
Wonder therefore if they appear to be what 
he intended they ſhould be. But Adam and 
Eve came not tb the World in this miſer- 
able State, and therefore the original Hopes 
of Religion after the Fall, which are cer- 
tainly as old as Adam, owe not their Riſe 
to that Condition, in which he was no 
Sharer, 

FTbe not making this Diſtinction between 
the original Hopes of Nature, and the 
Hopes which may be derived from the pre- 
ſent State of the World, has, I am perſuad- 
ed, been a great Prejudice in many Minds 
4s well againſt reycaled Religion as — 445 
thoſe who defend it. Divines are thought 
to have no Senſe, or no Bowels, when they 
call in Queſtion the Foundation of thoſe 
Hopes which natural Reaſon conceives from 
a View of the Perfections of God, and the 
Imperfe&ions of Man. Revelation is look- 
ed on as an Impoſition, and Abridgment of 
our natural Right, when it offers that Mer- 
cy upon Terms and Conditions, to which 
Nature ſeems to lay fo juſt a Claim pan. 
her own IR | 
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Yet. neither does the Goſpel, nor 
that defend it, pretend to ſay, that Man in 
his preſent Condition is not an Obje& of 
Mercy. So far from it, that they aſſert 
that God permitted Men to come into this 
Condition, that they might be Objects of his 
Mercy, and for the clear Manifeſtation of 
his Goodneſs. _ 
There is one Difficulty, which attends 
upon every Scheme of natural Religion, of 
which I think every conſidering Man, who 
follows his Enquiries up to the Original of 
Things, muſt be ſenſible. The Caſe is this; 
the Religion and Morality, which Nature 
teaches, is ſuch as Nature in the preſent 
weak Condition cannot perform. Reaſon 
teaches us what is right; but alas! it wants 
no Proof to ſhew. that the beſt of us fall 
ſhort of this Perfection. Whence comes 
this Inconſiſtency, this Contradiction in 
Nature? Why had we not leſs Diſcernment 
to ſee what is right, or more Power to fol- 
low the Dictates of Reaſon ? To mend this 
Matter, the Mercy of God is called into the 
Aſſiſtance of Man's Weakneſs; and in good 
Truth there is Reaſon enough for it; this 
Help is not asked before it is wanted. But 
as the Application to Mercy is in every 

"it | Caſe 
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Caſe an Aſter-game, and the very Call for 
Mercy and Pardon ſhews the original Duty 
and Obligation to have been tank greſſed; 
this Application to Mercy, however in our 
preſent Circumſtances reaſonable and neceſ- 


ſary, can be no Part of the original Religion | 


of Nature, unleſs we are naturally and ori- 
ginally formed Offenders. No Subject wants 
the Prince's Mercy, till he has broken his 
Laws; and to ſuppoſe a Goyernment in 
which every Subject ſhould originally ſtand 
in need of the Prince's Mercy, is a Con- 
tradiction: For the very Suppolition makes 
every Subject an Offender, and the ſuppo- 
ſing him an Offender infers a Law antecedent 
to this ſuppoſed original State. 


The Neceſſity therefore which every Man 


ſees of ſupporting Religion in the preſent 
Circumſtances of the World, by the Hopes 
of God's Mercy and Pardon, is the Voice 
of Nature concurring with the ſacred Hiſ- 
tory, to ſhew us that we are fallen from the 
State in which God firſt placed us. For no- 
thing perfect in ſuo genere is an Object of 
Pity and Compaſſion; and if the whole 
Race of Men taken collectively are in their 
reſent Circumſtances, as every Scheme of 
Religon aſſerts they are, an Object of divine 
C3 Com- 
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Compaſſion, * muſt be conſidered as im- 
perfect in ſuo genere, and conſequently not 


in that State in Which God created them, 


who made nothing in its kind imperfect. 
The View of the World in its preſent Cir- 


cumſtances, ſurrounded with Ignorance, Fol- 
ly, Wickedneſs and Miſery ; and the Ne- 
ceſſity of grounding the Hopes of all Reli- 
gion on the Mercy of God, leads us plainly, 
to the Preacher's Concluſi ion, £0, this only 
have I found, that God hath made Man 
upright, but they have ſought aut mai Ins 
ventions, Eccleſ. vii. 29. 

Far am I then from thinking that weak 


Man is not an Object of ot or that 


there is not Mercy in ſtore for him. I ice 
too much, nay I feel too much of the Infir- 
mities of Nate to read ſo ill a Leſſon 


againſt myſelf. But where were all thoſe 


Pleas, when Adam ſinned ? He was no poor 
weak Man, but created upright, and made 
poor and weak by his own Choice. From 
what Principle of Reaſon could he certainly 
conclude, that God would. not. execute the 
Sentence of Death upon him immediately? 
All that we read of him is, that conſcious 
of his Guilt, he hid himſe 7 from the Preſence 
of the Led God among | the Trees of the 
Garden, hoping (as their is nothing more 

irra- 
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irrational than Fear) to eſcape the All- ſee- 
ing Eye of his Maker. In this State, what 
Comfort could he have but from che Pro- 
miſe of God? And indeed were it not 
ſor a juſt Expectation from the Promiſes 
of God, that all the Miſeries and Con- 
fufions in the World ſhall finally end to the 
Glory of God, and the Good of thoſe who 
continue with Patience in well doing, it had 
been far greater Mercy to have put an End 
to two wretched' Lives, than to continue 
them for the Propagation of Wickedneſs 
and: Miſery - to à thouſand Generations. 
Through Mercy then, and for the Sake of 
ſnewing Mercy, does the preſent World 
ſubſiſt; and the Origin of this Merey muſt 
be traced from an Higher Principle, than the 
preſent Weakneſs and Miſery of human Na- 
ture. I have ſaid, it was neceſſary to con- 
«vey. Hope to Adam to be the Foundation 
« of; Religion, and that Hope was convey- 
« ed hen Sentence was paſſed upon the 
« Offenders.” T am anſwered, No; the 
Neceſſity of revealing Hopes of Mercy is 
plainly not complied with; and no Hopes 
of Mercy, ot even Colour ſor ſuch Hopes, 
are contained in this Tranſaction. 

For theſe Aſſertions no Reaſons are given, 
but what are ſound in a mere literal Interpreta- 
C4 3 
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tion of the Hiſtory which has been already | 
conſidered : And it ſeems to me, that it 
does not upon that Scheme do Juſtice to the 
Text ; for it makes no Difference between 
a Bruiſe on the Heel and a Bruiſe on the 
Head. But this alſo has been conſidered. 

It may ſeem ſtrange perhaps to ſome, 
that we ſhould i imagine any Bleſſing at all to 
be contained in this * Roar Wong which is 
plainly a judicial Proceeding againſt Offend» 
ers, and where nothing but their Puniſhment. 
is to be expected. Stranger ſtill that we 
ſhould ſearch for this Bleſſing upon the 
Man, not in the Part in which he himſelf 
was principally concerned, but in the Part 
which was directed to the Serpent, and con- 
tains God's Curſe againſt him for his Deceit. 
A ſevere Sentence againſt one Offender is 
ſeldom intended to be a Pardon to another: 
And to pa: Difficulty the Interpretation is 
ſubject, which draws the Ble 
Man from the Curſe upon the — 4% 

To clear this, let it be conſidered, 

1. Though a Sentence formed upon the 
Rigour of the Law contains no Mercy, yet 
every Sentence which exacts leſs than the 
Law demands, is to ſome Degree an Act of 
| Grace: A Sentence of Fine and Impriſon- 
ment, 
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ment, againſt a Man guilty of Death , though 
it be directly a judicial Proceeding againſt” 


an Offender, and in itſelf a Sentence of Pu- 
niſhment, yet is it virtually a Pardon for 
Life. There have been Inſtances (perhaps 
too many) where a Verdict againſt a Crimi- 
nal for — has been in Effect a 
Pardon for Murder. & 

Now in the principal Caſe, the Law ug 
in the Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
ſurely die. By the Sentence on Adam his 
Death was reſpited, and he was to live to 
eat (though to eat in Sorrow) of the Fruits of 
the Ground. By the Sentence on Eve, ſhe was 
to live to bring forth Children, though the 
Sorrows of Conception were multiplied. By 
the Sentence on the Serpent, a perpetual 
Enmity was declared between his and the 
Woman's Seed, and the Event on each Side 


foretold: [ ſhall bruiſe thy r and thou | 
ſoaks bruiſe his Heel. © my 
Could Adam, comparing his YO Caſe 
upon the Foot of theſe Sentences with the 
Penalty of the Law againſt which he had 
offended, poſſibly doubt whether God had 


dealt — e. him? No more ſure- 
ly, than a Criminal doomed to live in Im- 


2 when he might haye been hang- 
ed 
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ed by the Law, can doubt of his Prinee' 
Goodneſs. to 4 1 4 t | 
2. As to our ſuppoſing; a Blefling Upon 
the Man to be contained in the Curſe on the 
Serpent, this is to be ſaid: That the Paſs 
ſage we refer to has undeniably a Relation 
both to the Woman and the Serpent, and 
might have been declared (ſor ought that 
appears from the Subject Matter) as well to 
one as the other. ? 
the Woman inſtead of the Serpent, wilt. 
put Enmity, Sc. It ſball bruiſe thy Heel, 
and thou oak: bruiſe his Head; there had 
been no Ground for this Objection; and I 
cannot conceive that the Words carry any 
other Senſe by being ſpoken to the Serpent, 
than they would have had, ſuppoſing r 12 
to have been ſpoken to the Woman. 
There is a like Inſtance in the — 
on the Woman. It is the Prerogative of 
the Man, that he is Head of the Woman; 
but this Superiority is not conveyed to him 
by expreſs Grant or Conceſſion, but the 
Sen is laid on the Woman as *. 
And indeed, Win a 8 af- 
fects a Man in the relation ho bears to others, 
the Caſe muſt eyer be, as it is here ſuppo- 
c 


Now had it been ſaid to 


„ 
ſed to be. When Cauaan Was curſed with 
Servitude, in Conſequence of that Curſe, 
his Brethren, became. Lords over him. When 
Reuben for his Iniquity loſt his Birthright, 
the Advantage neceſſarily went to. ſome 
other of the Sons of Jacob. And ſince the 


Woman, and the Serpent were declared to 


be Enemies, the Deſtruction of the Serpent 
muſt neceſſarily be the. Exaltation ot. the 
Woman. And ſince theſe Wards, declaring 
a perpetual Enmity and Conteft:between the 
Woman and the Serpent are made part of 
the Sentence on the Serpent, it is a, clear In- 
dication that the Serpent was to ſuffer moſt 
in the Struggle, otherwiſe. they, could not 
ſtand as Part of his. Curſe, For the, ſame 
Reaſon. the Man's Superiority: over the Woe 
man is left to be collected from the Henalty on 
the Woman. A Grant of this n 


would have come very improperly in as 
Part of a Sentence againſt the Man; but the 


Subjection on the other Side came; properly 
as, Part of the Sentence againſt the Woman. 
Thus then the Caſe 7 % The Enmity 
between the Serpent and the Woman was a 


Curſe on the Serpent, and not on the Wo- 
man; and thereſore the Advantage of the 
Conteſt was re any to be on the Wo- 


man's 
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man's Side. So that this Circumſtance, du- 
ly conſidered, is a great Confirmation of the 
Flopes we ground from the Curſe laid on 
the t. 

If we conſider that the Tempter has no 
Power over Man but by drawing him into 
Evil, bruiſing the Heel ſeems plainly to 
intimate to us the Progreſs of Idolatry and 
Wickedneſs in the World, which are the 
Engines of the wicked One to keep Man- 
kind in Subjection, Slavery and Miſery. 
And as his chief and main Strength conſiſts 
in theſe, the bruiſing his Head intimates to 
us, that theſe ſhall be deſtroyed, and the 
Power of the Devil over Mankind together 
with them, by the Seed of the Woman. 

There is another Prophecy of antient 
Date, ſo like to this in Language and Idea, 
and into which the Hope of Salvation has 
ſo plain Relation, that comparing the two 
together may perhaps reflect a new Light 
upon each. The Prophecy intended is to 
be found in the 49th of Geneſis, among 
the Bleſſings and Predictions of Jacub given 
to his Sons juſt before his Death, and relates 


to the Tribe of Dan. Dan 2 be a ber- 
pent by the Way, an Adder in the Path, 
that biteth the Horſe's Heels, ſo that bis Ri | 

er 
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der ſhall fall backward. I have waited 
for thy Salvation, O Lord! The Difficulty 
here, at leaſt the main Difficulty, is to 
give any tolerable Account of the Propriety 
of this paſſionate Wiſh for Salvation. It 
has evidently relation to the Prophecy con- 
cerning Dan, and the Expoſition ought to 
ſhew and preſerve the Relation; and yet 
according to the common Interpretations, 
this Paſſage might as well ſtand aſter the 
Bleſſing of G ad, Aſber, Naphtak, or any 
other of the Tribes, as aſter this Prophecy 
concerning the Tribe of Dan. They who 
refer the Salvation here mentioned to the 
Deliverance wrought by Samſon deſcended 
from the Houſe of Dan, do alſo expound 
the Prophecy to relate to him, and his Vic- 
tory ; ſo far judging right, that the Prophe- 
cy and the Epiphonema ought to terminate 
in the ſame Point of View. But how comes 
Samſon to be thus diſtinguiſhed ? Iſrael had 
many other Judges and Deliverers deſcend- 
ed from other Tribes, many of them, in all 
Reſpects, (bodily Strength only excepted) 
preferable to this ſtrong Danze ; of them 
there is no Notice taken in the Prophecy of 
Zacob, nor of the Salvation which God by 
their Means wrought in /rael. Beſides, in 
as what 
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_ what Senſe had Jatob whited for this Salva - 


tion? And how for this rather than for twenty 
others of the ſame Kind which happened to 
his Poſterity ? The Words plainly imply 
him to ſpeak of ſomething; which had been 
long the Object of his Heart's Deſire; the 
Thought of which came ſtrong upon him 
when Yo prophetically beheld the Fortune 
of this Tribe. Further, the Images here 
uſed, of Serpent and Adder, are odious, and 
very improper to geſeribe 2 brave or gal- 
lant Man in any Circumſtance of Life ; nor 
are they, as Lremember, ever ſo uſed in the 
ſacred Writers. It cannot be reaſonable 
therefore to look for the Accompliſhment 
of this Prophecy among the Actions of the 
Tribe of Dan deſerving Honour and Praiſe; 
ſor the Ideas by which the Prediction is con- 
veyed, point out Actions of another Kind; 
and lead us to expect, in the Hiſtory of this 


Tribe, an Account of ſome very diſhonour- 


ay and perfidious Tranſaction. The Hif- 
tory will juſtify this Expectation. For 


though the Houle of rae! ſtands record- 


ed for a wilful and diſobedient People, 
whoſe Heart was not right with their God, 
yet it is the peculiar Inſamy of the Houſe 
of Dan, to be the Ringleaders in Idolatry, 
the 
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| the firſt who er̃ected publickly a molten 
Image in the Land of Promiſe, and by their 
Example and Perſeverance in this Iniquity 
inſeQted all the Tribes of [ſraes. This Ido- 
latry began ſoon. after the Days of Zoſbua, 
and continued until the Day of the Captti 

vity of the Land, Judges xviii. 30, 31. 
Suppoſing this to be the View! beforc the 
pr ophet's Eyes, in what Ferms more pro- 
per could he deſcribe this ne T empter and 
Seducer, than by thoſe which were com- 
monly uſed to deſcribe the firſt? If the 
firſt Tempter deſerved the Name of a Ser- 
peut, for drawing Adam and Eve from theit 
Obedience to the original Law, in Virtue 
of which they held the Poſſeſſion: of Para- 
diſe, did Dan : deſerve it leſs for drawing 
the People of Jrae/ from Obedience to the 
divine Law, in Virtue of which they had 
but even then taken Poſſeſſion of the Land 
of Promiſe ? If the Miſchieſs brought upon 
the Race of Adam, were juſtly repreſented 
by the Serpent's bruiſing the Heel of the © 
Woman's Seed, did not the Miſchiets brought 
upon the Houſe of Iſrael by the Idolatry 
of Dan well deſerve to be painted in Co- 
lours of the ſame kind ? And when . oacne 
| , 


of A with n Biſhop Uper's Annals. 
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faw, that the Venom of the old Serpent was 


not yet ſpent, but that it would work a- 


gain in one of his own Sons, to the utter 
Ruin of his Poſterity, could he help look - 
ing back upon God's Promiſe of Deliver- 
ance, and the Hope given that the 114 
Head ſhould be bruiſed ? Could this View, 
and this Reflection together, be attended 
with any other Sentiments than thoſe 
which cloſe this Prophecy ? 1 have waited 
or thy Salvation, O Lord. 

1 his Prophecy, conſidered in this Li; ght, 

affords a very antient Evidence of the Px 


pectation of Deliverance from the Curſe of 


the Fall. 'The Hope of Salyation here 
manifeſtly relates to the Miſchief wrought 
by a Serpent biting the Heels. And tho? 
this Image is uſed to foretel a Miſchief 
then to come, and tho' the Salyation it- 
ſelf was ftill to come, yet the Hope was 
older than Jacob, had been his Comfort 
all along, and was his Cemfort under the 


fad Proſpect he had of his Children's Ini- 


uity. | 
A Lay theſe Circumſtances together, and - 
it is impoſſible to imagine any Salvation 
that can anſwer to theſe Ideas, but that on- 
ly which aroſe from the Promiſe, that the 
| Seed 
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Sed of the Woman /hould bruiſe the ber. 
pent's Head. 


This Expectation, ſo earneſtly and fo 
warmly expreſſed by the old Patriarch, led 
ſome Interpreters to apply it to the Hopes 
of Salvation thro' the Meſſias, as the only 
Object of Worth and Dignity ſufficient to 
engage his laſt Thoughts, and to be the 
Comfort and Support of his laſt Hour; 
though they did not conſider the Prophecy 
itſelf as leading to this Hope, but referred 
it to a temporal Deliverance, to be brought 
about by one of, the Sons of Dan, *« 
- But that this Prophecy was antiently un- 
derſtood to fix a Mark of Infamy upon 
Dan, and not to ſing the Triumph of the 
Tribe, appears by an old Tradition ground- 
ed on this Prophecy, that Anti-Chriſt ſhould 
proceed fromthe Tribe of Dan. + For which 
Opinion, what other Ground could there 
be, but this, that the Terms in which Dan 
is . are the very ſame made Uſe of 
D in 
Adeſt huic expoſitioni Tbargum Hieroſolymitanum— 
Dixit Pater noſter Jacob. Expe#o redemptionem Me gi 
Filii David, gui venturus eſt ut addutat fibi Filios Iſrael, 


cuju⸗ redemptionem exp: tat et defiderat Anima mea. Eademque 
habentur in paraphraſi Chaldaica Editionis Complutenſis. . 


rerius in locum. 


See Calmet's Didionary under the Title Dan. 
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in deſcribing the Tempter, that firſt and 
great Anti-Chriſt who was to have perpe- 
tual Enmity with the Seed of the Woman, 
and to wage continual War with the Saints, 
and often to prevail to the bruiſing cheir 
Heel. 

Some Intimation of this Sort ſeems to be 
given in the Revelation of St. John, 
Ch. vii. One would think that Dan 
was rejected and accounted as the Seed of 
the Serpent, by the leaving all of this 
Tribe out of the Number of thoſe who 
were ſealed with the Seal of the living 
God. It ſeems to be the original Purpoſe 
of Providence to ſettle the Houſe of Iſrael 
under twelve Heads, and yet Levi had no 
Share of the Inheritance in he Land of Ca. 
naan, as the other Tribes had, God having 
provided another Maintenance for him; 
Numb. xviii. 14. Joſb. xiv. 3. and xiii. 3 3. 
nor had Dan, in the Revelation of St. ohn, 
any Share allotted him in the Kingdom of 
the Meſſias. In both Caſes the two Tribes 
of the. Houſe of Joſeph are admitted to 
compleat the Number: So that in the tem- 
poral Covenant made with Abraham, which 
gave him the Inheritance of the Land of Ca- 
naan, Levi had no Share; in the Promiſe, 

to 
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to be accompliſhed through him in whom 
all the Nations of the Earth were to be 
bleſſed, Dan had no Share. It is remar k- 
able, that Jacob in bleſſing the Sons of Jo- 
ſeph adopts them to be his own Sons, and 
conſtitutes them Heads of diſtin Tribes, 
Gen. xlviii. 16. by which Means the Tribes 
of Iſrael ſhould have been thirteen ; but, 
as the Caſe happened, this Subſtitution did 
only keep up the Number to twelve. 
Theſe Things did not happen by Chance 
but I pretend not to account for this Diſpo- 
ſition of Providence. 

That the Language of the firſt Prophecy, 
repreſenting the Victory of the Woman's ; 
Seed by brui/mg the Serpent's Head, has 
been continued in later Prophecies, has ap- 
peared already ; hence we read of Power 
given over Serpents and Scorpions, of tread- 
ing upon the Adder, and of trampling the 
Dragon under Feet. Now the known 
Uſe of this Language in Scripture, and the 
Application of it to the promiſed Seed, will 
help us to account for one of the Arts made 
ule of by the Tempter, when he made his 
Trial on our Saviour. 


The Tempter plainly wanted to know 


whether Jeſus was the Son of God, that 


Perſon expected to come, and with with 
e he 


the Hung 
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he well knew what Concern he had. In 
order to know this, he tries whether our 
Lord would own the Character, by aſſum- 
ing the Power belonging to it. thou, be 
the Son of God, caſt thyſelf down, for it is 
written : He ſhall give his Angels Charge 
concerning thee, and in their Hands they 


ſhall bear thee up, teſt at any time thou 
aaſh thy Foot againſt a Stone. The Words 


are taken from the g1ſt Pſalm, yer. 11 and 
12, Theſe Words, conſidered in themſelves, 
contain in figurative Language a Promiſe of 
God's Providence and Care over that Per- 


ſon to whom they are addreſſed ; and might 


be applied with great Propriety to David 
himſelf, or to any other good Perſon ſpe- 
cially regarded by God. How came the 
Tempter then to "confi theſe Words as 
belonging only to him, who was to be the 
Son of God? From the Words themſelves 
he could not collect this, but there was an- 
other Character in the very next Verſe, and 
belonging to the ſame Perſon, which he 
could not miſtake; for this Perſon, over 


whom the Angels were to have Charge, was 


to tread u pon the Lion * and Adder, and 
Lion and the rg? to trample 
under 


7 The Word tranſlated Lion ſignifies, in the Opinion of 
Bachart, a kind of Serpent. 
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winder Feet. He knew by this Mark to 

whom this whole Prophecy belonged ; he 
could not forget who was to bruiſe his Head: ; 
and though he ayoided- to ask our Lord dis 
realy, whether he was that Perſon who was 
to bruiſe hie Head; yet he did the ſame 
thing covertly, by tr rying whether another 
Part of the ſame Prophecy would be owned 
by him, as belonging to himſelf. If tramp- 
ling the Lion and the Adder, and the Dra- 
gon under Feet, had meant no more than 
that the Sons of Adam and Eve ſhould now 
and then deſtroy the Serpents of the Field, 
the Tempter would have had no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that he, who was to trample c on the 

Dragon, was to be the Son of Gd. 
If we look into the World, where sin and 
Death ſeem to rule with abſolute Dominion, 
and appear in all the Forms of Violence, 
Fraud, and Iniquity, in Diſtempers with- 
out Number, and in Miſeries too many, too 
affecting to be deſcribed ; we ſhall want no 
other Proof of the Completion of the firſt 
Part of the Prophecy of the Fall. The Heel 
of the Seed of the Woman has been, and 
will continue to be ſufficiently bruiſed till 
Death, the laſt. Enemy, ſhall be deſtroyed. 
On the other Side, the Children of the 
Kingdom haye been redeemed by the Blood 


of 
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of Chriſt, and are training up under the ma- 
ny Trials that ſurround them, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance. of God's holy Spirit, to be Heirs of 
Glory and Immortality. And the Time 
will come, when the Son of Man will come 
forth conquering and to conquer, and ſhall 
appear in full Power, and in the Glory of 
the Father, to ſubdue all his Enemies. 'Then 
ſhall he Dragon, that old Serpent which is 
the Devil and Satan, be faſt bound, and 
caſt into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone; 


and the Judgments of God denounced againſt 


the Wickedneſs of Men having their Com- 
pletion, every Curſe ſball ceaſe : * Then ſhall 
the Loſs of the Fall be repaired, Paradiſe be 
reſtored, and the Tree of Life-ſhall yield 


her Fruit again, and the Leaves thereof ſhall 


be for the Healing of the Nations. 


Kal d xaTavdleus vw Bg U. The rendring in 
dur Tranſlation is, And there ſoall be no more Curſe ; as if 
the Words contained an Aſſurance againſt any new Curſe, - 
But the true Meaning is, that every Curſe ſhould ceaſe; 
that the Curſe of the Fall which had been working in all 
Generations, and all others brought upon the Earth ſhould 
be utterly extinguiſhed, in Conſequence of the entire Defeat 
of the ola Serpent, and the Victory of the Sox of Man. 
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